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we meant to see, and could only behold the
pictures of our own imaginations. That is
the charm and the use of experience, that it
is not at all what we expect or hope. It is
in some ways sadder and darker; but it is in
most ways far more rich and wonderful and
radiant than we had dreamed.

What I grow impatient of are the censures
of rigid people, who desire to limit the
hopes and possibilities of others by the little
foot-rule which they have made for them-
selves. That is a very petty and even a
very wicked thing to do, that old persecuting
instinct which says, "I will make it as un-
pleasant for you as I can, if you will not
consent at all events to pretend to believe
what I think it right to believe.'* A man of
science does not want to persecute a child
who says petulantly that he will not believe
the law of gravity. He merely smiles and
goes on his way. The law of gravity can
look after itself! Persecution is as often as
not an attempt to reassure oneself about
one's own beliefs; it is not a sign of an
untroubled faith.

We must not allow ourselves to be shaken
by any attempt to dictate to us what we
should believe. We need not always pro-